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heart; and in science the minimum of experiment and dis-
cussion. This is the way which is in fact adopted in spite of
the admirable exhortations in each syllabus. It is significant
that one ten-year boys' school in Moscow, which I visited in
1945, was built in 1938 and yet has no chemistry, physics, or
biology laboratory; only horizontal desks, a demonstration
bench and preparation room for the teacher. Nor were
there replicates of chemical or physical apparatus. In
this school experiments were set up as demonstrations,
each boy in the class having his turn at setting up experi-
ments. I was told that each boy has a hand in thirteen or
fourteen experiments a year.
With so much ground to cover it is inevitable that teaching
should be perfunctory: but it does not go uncriticised.
One newspaper in 1944 complained of the gap between
theoretical knowledge and practical experience, and said
* natural science is frequently taught from books alone *.I
The whole of the school course is permeated with political
propaganda. It is of course true in British schools that
such subjects as history, geography, and scripture are taught
in the light of conventional British opinion,2 and the
British schoolboy is unlikely, when he learns about India,
to become familiar with American or Russian opinion of
British rule there. But in Russia this political tendentious-
ness goes much further: it is emphasised in, public
pronouncements and it is explicitly written into the syllabus.
1 Izvestiya, 15.6.44.
* It is instructive to compare the text-books on 'Canadian history
prescribed for Catholic schools with those for Protestant schools in
Montreal. In the former, the bulk of Canadian history occurs before
1763; in the latter, 1763 is almost the starting point for Canadian
history. The Russians are zealous in exposing anything they consider
,to be misrepresentation, or inadequate representation, of the U.S.S.R.
in British school books. Thus a recent article by Zaslavsky (Bolshevik,
no. 15, 1945), contains adverse comments on the sections on Russia
in the following books: History of Great Britain (T. F. Tout, 1941);
Short History of Britain and Europe (T. Chadwick, 1940); Junior
History of Europe (D, K. Gordon, 1942); Shorter European History
(S. W. Southgate, 1944); and others.

